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Touching Bases
Players, volunteers work together for grand slam experience

The area’s first competitive softball league for adults with developmental disabilities began in summer 
2005. “Many of our players have been with us for the entire five years,” said Robyn Repman, resource 

facilitator at Aspire and an assistant coach for the Orioles, Aspire’s Touching Bases team. “I’ve been able to 
watch the players grow in confidence with the game. Those who had difficulty hitting off the tee are now 
hitting thrown balls.”

Volunteer Rebecca Smith with player 
Nancy Kong.
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Mission
Aspire’s mission is to help children and 
adults with developmental disabilities, 
cerebral palsy, and conditions with 
similar personal and family effects live 
their lives to the fullest in keeping with 
their informed choices.

Vision
Aspire of WNY is a preferred service 
provider, collaborator, and employer; 
a driving force in the community. 
Aspire envisions full participation of 
individuals with disabilities in all aspects 
of community living.

New Visions is published by Aspire as 
part of its public information and 
education activities. For comments 
or corrections, please contact 
Communications & Development at 716-
505-5510 or dawn.allan@aspirewny.org.

Construction is about ready to begin on a new 
apartment complex for people with disabilities on 
Cushing Street in Fredonia. Aspire used a $200,000 
grant from the New York State Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal (DHCR) to demolish 
the old canning factory and prepare the site. A 
$1.3 million HUD grant will fund the construction 
of the apartments, which will provide a home 
and independent living for 12 people close to the 
community that they’re already a part of.

Breaking Ground in Fredonia
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Step by Step...

Comprised of 14 players, the Orioles came in fourth place in the regular 
season and third place in the playoffs. Michael O’Brien is one player who has 
been with the Orioles all five years. “I’ve enjoyed being part of a team and 
watching our playing grow into a much improved team,” said O’Brien.

The team’s head coach was volunteer Ralph Johnson, whose wife Jane 
also served as an assistant coach. Among the 11 other volunteers was 
Rebecca Smith, coordinator of technology services at Aspire. Her first year 
volunteering was a blast. “The bonus for me, though, was watching the 
people who played for Aspire support each other and come together as a 
team,” she said. “Everybody was a great sport and they all knew that their 
teammates were there, watching their backs and cheering them on.”

Repman agrees. “Sportsmanship is a huge component of our league. At 
every game they played their hardest regardless of winning or loosing. The 
team’s enthusiasm would bring a smile to anyone’s face.”



As always, this issue is chock full of information concerning the exciting happenings at Aspire. It 
has been a full and productive summer! As we head into fall, we are unfortunately gearing up for 

what looks to be midyear budget cuts by Gov. David A. Paterson and the beginnings of the State’s 
2010 budget setting process. 

Thomas Sy

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Help Us Fight for Services and Choices

 As you know, all agencies serving people with 
developmental disabilities received no new funds 
and suffered a handful of cuts in 2009. Cuts to day 
habilitation programs are yet to be implemented. 

Over the summer, OMRDD finally distributed the 
funding allocation for the next FOUR years to the local 
DDSOs! To say that it is austere is an understatement. 
At a minimum it is clear there will be NO NEW group 
home development during this time frame. Families 
and individuals seeking an out-of-home placement will 
either need to accept a backfill in a home or situation 
less than ideal, or change their plans and stay at home 
with hopefully at-home res hab supports.  If you are 
the parent or guardian of a person with disabilities, it 
is imperative that you realize the serious reduction in 
services and choice this allocation represents and how 
out of touch OMRDD appears to be with your plans and 
desires.

 The local alliance of agencies serving the disabled 
(DDAWNY) is organizing a major push to ensure that 
the commissioner of OMRDD, the governor and lastly 
the legislature understands how unacceptable their 
plans and funding levels are -- regardless of the fiscal 
challenges facing New York. There will be meetings with 
the legislative members in their home offices this fall, 
letter writing to the governor and commissioner, and 
lobbying trips to Albany come January or February. 

To become engaged and informed, I encourage you 
to attend a meeting with a group of approximately 
100 parents. They’re meeting now to organize all the 
referenced activities. The Family Committee of DDAWNY 
will host its second meeting on The Urgent Wakeup Call 
for Families. Join us Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at 7:00pm 
at Aspire of WNY, 7 Community Drive (off Maryvale 
Drive) in Cheektowaga. Hope to see you there. Look for 
additional information from your service coordinator.

The New York State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (OMRDD) conducted a public hearing 
on August 31 regarding trend factor regulations. Wendy McCarthy, association manager for the Developmental 
Disabilities Alliance of Western New York (DDAWNY), provided testimony on behalf of the organization’s 43 voluntary 
member agencies, including Aspire, that deliver services to individuals with developmental disabilities. McCarthy was 
joined by Deb Lawniczak, Aspire Political Action Team member, and Lysa Hitchens, Aspire medical liaison and member of 
the Direct Support Professional Alliance of New York State (DSPANYS), in commenting about the emergency regulation 
that codifies a “zero” Medicaid trend factor for the current year.  

“We are acutely aware of the serious fiscal situation which is facing New York State, and the difficult decisions that must 
be made as we move forward,” said McCarthy. “However, while we may be resigned to the fact that there is a zero trend 
for the current year, we strongly urge OMRDD, the Division of the Budget, Governor Paterson and the Legislature to 
ensure that services are not once again subjected to a zero trend in 2010.”

Speaking out about the trend factor
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Special Thanks to Our aspiring artists Sponsors

Presenting
Waterbourne Real Estate Advisors, LLC

Waterbourne Construction Advisors, LLC

Artist Appreciation
CTG

Entertainment
Dopkins & Company, LLP

Culinary
Flying Bison Brewing Company

The Melting Pot
Redwood Creek Wines by Empire Merchants North

Rich Renaissance Catering
Spot Coffee
Wegmans

Master Circle ($1,500 & above)
KeyBank

Walsh Duffield Companies

Artiste Circle ($1,000 & above)
 The Brett Eller Family

Damon & Morey
Eaton Office Supply

First Call
Janet Hansen

Nixon Peabody

Apprentice Circle ($500 & above)
Access Solutions

Jaeckle Fleischmann & Mugel
 Laura Pennington

P&A Group
Sanderson and Company

As you begin planning for 2010, be sure to mark your calendar for Aspire’s annual fundraisers.

Special Events Update

This year’s annual Going for the Green golf tournament 
completely sold out, with a full flight in the afternoon. 
Over $100,000 was raised! 2010 will mark the 20th year 
for the Going for the Green golf tournament hosted by 
Dopkins & Company, LLP on June 7 at Brookfield Country 
Club. The morning flight begins at 7:30am and the 
afternoon flight begins at 12:30pm.

Nearly 100 players joined us for this year’s annual Aspire 
Classic tournament, raising $15,000. The 8th annual 
Aspire Classic will be held in August at the Chautauqua 
County Golf Club with a 12pm shotgun start.

The 7th annual Aspiring Artists Art & Wine Celebration 
will be presented on September 10. Tickets for the event, 
to be held at our North Forest location, will be available 
for purchase in August.

For the latest information, visit the events section of 
Aspire’s Web site at http://www.aspirewny.org/events/. 
To become a sponsor or donate an auction item for any 
of Aspire’s events, call Cassandra Donnelly at (716) 505-
5514 or e-mail Cassandra.Donnelly@aspirewny.org.

Become a friend of Aspire 
and sign up to receive e-mail 
updates and newsletters. 
Go to www.aspirewny.org 
and click on the e-newsletter 
button at left.

The 2nd annual Aspire Night on the 
Slopes to benefit children and adults with 
developmental disabilities will be held in 
early February. Come out and ski, board 
or tube with us! Planning is underway, so  
stay tuned.

Hit the slopes with us Receive E-mail Updates, News














